Report on the PROPRIUS Education Forum

Manchester, 15 November 2006

“A good informative day with a good spectrum of topics”

“Better than I thought - discussion sessions were really good”

“Excellent opportunity for networking”     

These were just a few of the comments made by delegates attending the PROPRIUS Education Forum in November.  

- and the venue?  Well, hop off the train, walk out of the station and there you were - Gateway House, Manchester, it couldn’t have been any easier!  Of course, yours truly opted to drive but the trusty GPS took me straight to the car park behind the venue without even a glimpse of a narrow lane, deep ford or lonely sheep on impassable mountain tracks!   OK I was a little late arriving but that was more to do with leaving the trusty laptop at home and having to re-write my presentations and re-print name badges etc during the night, thus getting to bed at 4.30 that morning (Yawn!)  Oh well, at least the students may be comforted to know even the great and the good (although I am not sure I fit in to either category!) fall fowl of the technology (or absence of it) now and again!

Attendance was also encouraging. Despite the current financial climate in the NHS, an enthusiastic group of 35 people from across the length and breadth of the country made the journey to hear the presentations and participate in the discussions - a chance to share information and experiences being a key feature of this year’s forum.  It was certainly good to see long lost colleagues from many parts of England as well as Scotland and Wales. 
Okay, it is difficult to please all the people all the time, and 3 delegates felt they had nothing new to learn from the ‘Validation’ presentation and 2 delegates felt they didn’t benefit from the discussion on student bursaries and student numbers.  However, the varied programme, had something for everyone and all respondents felt the forum overall was ‘of value’ (57% ‘strongly agreed’ and 43% ‘agreed’).  Many delegate also commented favourably on the style of the presentations which ‘encouraged discussion and debate with a chance to learn of peoples experiences in other areas’.  This is something I, myself, am very keen on as we all do our own thing and even our experiences with national bodies or national strategies produce different interpretations and outcomes.  
Finally, for the culinary experts who judge a study day or conference by the food available, well there was an enormous amount of good food, a veritable feast I have to say!  

My thanks go to Paul Wicker and Edge Hill College for providing the venue and feast, and to my colleagues on the PROPRIUS Committee for organising the event.  If you would like to participate in the next forum, keep an eye on the PROPRIUS website on www.proprius.org.uk .  NOTE If your ODP Education Centre is a member, then you are too!
Nigel Keitley

Secretary, PROPRIUS 













